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 	Hezbollah is a terrorist group which is considered a direct Iranian proxy. Iran helped create this terrorist group in Lebanon in the early 1980s, to expand its influence in the region (DeVore, 2012). Initially, the group’s main objective was to free Lebanon from foreign occupation. The group has employed this pretence narrative of fighting foreign occupiers in Lebanon to perpetrate lethal terror attacks against Israeli, Jewish and American targets worldwide. 
The Islamist Iranian regime Iran has made no secret about supporting Hezbollah. The Iranian state through its Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) has often used Syria to transfer mass quantities of weapons, fighters, and other supplies to this terrorist group (Philippone, 2016). For instance, in the 2006 Second Lebanon War, Iran was responsible for transferring thousands of rockets, which the Hezbollah group used against Israeli civilians and soldiers. Both Iran and Hezbollah hold the same anti-Israel rhetoric position, however, the undying relationship between Hezbollah, Iran and Syria, made the group fight in Aleppo in the aid of the embattled Syrian regime in the Syrian civil war. 
 
The impact of the relationship on both Hezbollah and Iran can be best explained by considering two perspectives. First, Iran’s support to Hezbollah has a powerful, yet indirect effect on the group’s decision-making by shaping the options available to groups’ leaders. For instance, when Hezbollah lost many of its fighters in the Aleppo battle when the fighting at Iran's behest and the Hezbollah leadership stalled Iran’s requests to send more fighters the Iranian regime through the IRGC cut salaries for three months until Hezbollah decided to oblige (Ospina & Gray, 2014). Second, the Iran state directly leverages Hezbollah aid to shape the strategic decisions of armed non-state actors. For instance, the group has been used to destabilize peace in Yemen, by being forced to fight alongside the Iranian-supported Houthi rebels; an activity that is absolutely irrelevant to Lebanon’s security (Shaw, 2019).  
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